FIREWISE RENEWAL
HANDBOOK

rev. 2026

AGOURAHILLS \
%’,& Fire mm



INTRODUCTION

Every year, communities participating in the Firewise USA Program
report their activities through the annual renewal application on
the Firewise USA portal. The annual renewal process is required for
a community to remain “In Good Standing”. This is the time to tell
NFPA about the work your community has done!

Renewal applications need to be
submitted by the third Friday in
November, and communities are
encouraged to track their progress
throughout the year using the hourly
worksheet or the online Microsoft Form
created by UC Cooperative Extension.
You will be able to submit your renewal
application begining September 1st.

To get started, watch a
short video from NFPA that SCAN M E
briefly reviews the renewal
application. In this
handbook, we will review
the step by step instructions
for filling out the
application.

TO WATCH




RENEWAL APPLICATION STEPS

Details Applications Contacts

2026 Application

[ START RENEWAL APPLICATION

STEP INSTRUCTIONS:

On your portal dashboard, the most recent renewal application will
have a click to start button. You can begin the application at any fime,
but do not submit until late October/early November. CAL FIRE will send
back any applications submitted before that time. They want each
community to continue recording volunteer hours, events, and
vegetational removal completed up until the November due date.



RENEWAL APPLICATION STEPS

2026 Firewise Renewal Application

SRS EER (9) Update your site contact information

Please Update your Site Information
If you have no updates, please select the continue button below.

Fields with * are required.

Update your Site Contact Information

Street address

» City™ State " Zip code”
California W

I would also like to add my P.O. Box

STEP INSTRUCTIONS:

Use this step to update your site information.
If you have no updates, please click the
continue button.




STEP INSTRUCTIONS:

This step is for you to enter
information about your
community.

e Add your
board/committee
members as resident
leaders.

Fill out Site Details.
Please ensure the
dwelling units and
number of residents
reported in this section
align with what is
reported on your
action plan and risk
assessment.

Add a background
image if you'd like!

IMPORTANT!

If dwelling units or number
of residents have changed,
changes may require a new
Community Risk
Assessment and 3-year
action plan.

When you are finished, click
the continue button.

2026 Firewise Renewal Application

ERet R Bl () Overview

Please Update your Site Information

If you have no updates, please select the continue button below.

Fields with * are required.

Roles

Resident Leaders

Regional Coordinators

MANAGE CONTACTS

Site Details

Name: Cold Springs from Happy Pines to Red Rock

Number of Residents

Community Website

For example, a social media page, HOA or neighborhood website such as httpfwww. hoawebsite.com

Update your Dashboard Background Image

Cover Image

Choose File | No file chosen

UFLOAD

Please upload an image to represent your site. Once uploaded, you can click the thumbnail to select the
point around which the image will be cropped to fit your dashboard banner. You con always change this
later by selecting "Edit Community Details’ on vour site Dashboard.

One file only.

256 ME limit.

Allowed types: png gif jpg jpeg.




2026 Firewise Renewal Application

S stk (©) State Requirements A4

Please review the section below to see if your
state has additional program requirements.

If applicable in your state - download and review the additional requirements
before beginning your application.

California State Requirements
If your 3 Year Action Plan expires in 2025, please utilize the new California

vecific 3 Year Action Plan 'es-:;:Z...‘-_Irhistemplate focuses on preparedness

and prevention goals in the areas of, Education and Outreach, Fuel reduction,

Home hardening, Evacuation planning, and Wildfire preparedness.

Please note that based on your documents effective date, you will still be
required to submit a new Action Plan every 3 years and a new Risk

Assessment every 5 years.

v | have reviewed my state's requirements.*

BACK SAVE & CLOSE | m

STEP INSTRUCTIONS:

This step is informational to let California participants know that you must
use the California Action Plan template. Review the statement,
download the template, check the acknowledgement button, and hit
confinue.




STEP INSTRUCTIONS 2026 Firewise Renewal Application
(No Changes to

° . S TV EEN (%) Site Boundary £
boundries):
STEP INSTRUCTIONS:
Read and review the state Firewise Site Boundary Review
req uirements for the Firewise Let's review your Firewise USA site boundary. Please update your boundary if it
. has changed since last year. For example, has your site added or removed any
Site BOUHdCﬂ’y. participating homes (dwelling units)?
° ReV|eW your F|reW|Se USA Fields with * are required.
SHe bOU ndGrY' Plegse Has your site boundary or the number of dwelling units changed since last
update your boundary if “‘fﬁ
it has changed since last % No
year. For eXOmple, has Click continue at the bottom
your site added or S
removed Qny Use ~§ Edit Boundary to modify your existing site boundary, select m
. . . when you are done. Refer to the Mapping Tool Instructions below for step-by-
pOFTICIpOTIﬂg homeS step guidance on using each tool.
(dwelling units)e \ 4
+ \ 4+
- \ e
= \
[ﬂ \ l‘
.\ '.‘_: \
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._,';" I
[ ) [ ] "5, .; %“‘“}{I
Site Boundary Tips: ' 457
;. [k
e If you do not have any ;_f’
updafes or changes fo S
o = {
your community’s ; -
boundaries you only % =

need to review and M

select continue.

Leafiet | @ OpenSirestMap contribulons

¥ Mapping Tool Instructions
o{i Draw Polygon

Click on the map to start drawing your boundary. Click at each corner, then click the
starting point (or double-click] to finish the shape.

“% Edit Boundary

Click to enter edit mode. Dirag the points on the boundary line to adjust the shape until it
matches your site. Right click on any point to remove it.

<2 Remove Boundary

Use this to delete the current boundary shape so you can start over and draw a new one.

Select the delete icon, then click your boundary to remove it. When finished, click Finish.




STEP INSTRUCTIONS 2026 Firewise Renewal Application

(with Changes to YTIT— “
boundries):

STEP INSTRUCTIONS:

Read and review the state Firewise Site Boundary Review
. . . Let's review your Firewise USA site boundary. Please update your boundary if it
reqUIremenTS for 1-he FIreWISe has changed since last year. For example, has your site added or removed any
Slfe BOUndOry participating homes (dwelling units)?
. ReVleW your Flrerse USA Fields with * are required.
site bounda ry. Please Has your site boundary or the number of dwelling units changed since last
. year?

update your boundary if .

it has changed since last *) No

yeOr. For eXOmple hOS Click continue at the bottom

your sife added or Boundary Map

rem Oved a ny Use "‘. Edit Boundary to modify your e.xisting site boun-:-iary. select m
when you are done. Refer to the Mapping Tool Instructions below for step-by-

pOrﬂCipO’ring homes step guidance on using each tool.

(dwelling units) e S—

Use da_'I the Draw Polygon to create your site boundary. select i when you

are done. Refer to the Mapping Tool Instructions below for step-by-step

guidance on using each tool

Site Boundary Tips:

e |f you do not have any
updates or changes to
your community’s
boundaries you only
need to review and .
select confinue. 5

IMPORTANT! S
Site boundary changes will
require a new Community
Risk Assessment and i

. A Draw Polygon
3-year actlon plan- Click on the map to start drawing your boundary. Click at each corner, then click the

starting point {or double-click] te finish the shape.

< £\
_ﬁ:\("f o \: Leaflet | @ OpenStreetMap confribuiors




2026 Firewise Renewal Application
STEP INSTRUCTIONS:

This step is for you to © RishAsssemont v
upload your complete
risk assessment. Risk
assessments must be Update Your Risk Assessment
The assessment of the area within the site’s boundary is an impaortant
Comple'l'ed every 5 component of your application and is instrumental in developing the action
Wh 1_ . 1_ f plan’s risk reduction prigrities. Download the A ment plate
yedars. eniris iime 1or
Effective January 2018 All risk assessments need to be updated ata
yOU TO U deTe' plecse minimum of every five years. Please Note: Your risk assessment will need to
be Sure -I-O Use -I-he mos-l- be updated in 2029, You may alect to update it sooner than that date. If you
hawe a new assessmeant it may be updated now.
recent risk assessment
form. Failure to do so will
result in your renewal

a ppllcchon belng How do you want to provide the site’s Risk Assessment?
. Upload a new Risk Assessment
rejected.

Name of agency, organization, or individual that conducted the risk

assessment

* | Reuse the current Assessment

Date Assessment Completed

If your risk assessment is
not due for an update,
please check the Reuse

the current assessment

radial button.

Previous year file -

Risk Assessment Tips:

e Use the current risk assessment template.

e CAL FIRE recommends when you save your Risk Assessment,
please include the date complete in the file name.

e Please upload as one document; do not split the pages and
upload each page.




STEP INSTRUCTIONS:

If you didn’t add your
board members as
additional resident
leaders in Step 2, you
can add them in this
section. Once you
have successfully
added them, they
will be displayed in
the Board Members
section.

2026 Firewise Renewal Application

G RN () Board/Committee

Update Your Board/Committee (Optional)

Each Firewise site i1s required to have a board/committee that develops and
oversees the implementation of the action plan, educational outreach
activities and annual renewal process. This can be an already existing

board/commitiee.

v | Yes, | have established a board_.v‘cc-mmltiee"'

Would you like to enter your member's information?

- Yes
No

Would you like to Update your Board? If no, please continue.

Email *

First Name”

Phone Number

Board Members

& last edited Apr 13 2026

& last edited Apr 13 2026

+ last edited Apr 13 2026

+ last edited Apr 13 2026

Last Name ™

SAVE MEMBER

‘ DELETE EDIT |

‘ DELETE EDIT |

fouce ] [ar]

[ DELETE ‘ | EDIT |




STEP INSTRUCTIONS:

SE e £ KM (2) Action Plan L3

This step is for you to
upload your completed
action plan. Action Plans Update Your Action Plan
are a prioriﬁzed ||S'|' Of A multi-year action plan created by the designated board/committee, using the

. . . risk assessment document as a tool to determine priorities for the area within
mlthTlon |nveSTmenTS' the identified boundaries, is required for all applicants. Action Plans are a
riSk redUCﬁOﬂ prOjeCTS prioritized list of mitigation investments, risk reduction projects and education

activities that participants will strive to complete each year. Download the

and education activities
that participants will

Effective January 2048: All action plans must be updated at a minimum of

strive to Comp|e1'e each every three years. Please Note: Your action plan will need to be updated in
. 2027. You may elect to update it sooner than that date. If you have a new
year. Action plans must action plan it may be updated now.

be updated every three

How do you want to provide the site’s Action Plan?”
yedars. Upload a new Action Plan

* ) Reuse the current Action Plan

If your action plan is not
due for an update,
please check the Reuse

the current Action Plan m

radial button.

Previous year file

Action Plan Tips:

e Use the current California Action Plan template available at
This must be the pdf version that was revised in early 2025.

e Please upload as one document; do not split the pages and
upload each page.




STEP INSTRUCTIONS:

Please use this step to
report on your
community’s
outreach activities by
checking the activity
box your community
completed during this
year. Each
participating site is
required to hold a
minimum of one
wildfire risk reduction
educational outreach
event or activity
annually.

When you have made
your selection, click
the Save Activity or
Event button.

2026 Firewise Renewal Application

LGNSR Educational Qutreach ~

Educational Qutreach

Each participating site is required to hold a minimum of one wildfire risk
reduction educational outreach event or activity annually. Please provide
details of your annual activities in the section below.

Record an Activity or Event

What educational outreach activities were completed? *
Completed a national Wildfire Community Preparedness Day project (1st
Saturday in May)
Coordinated a community-wide awareness/educational activity that
increases wildfire risk reduction actions and overall preparedness
Delivered via door-to-door, information on the community’s wildfire danger
Distributed "Welcome packets™ with wildfire literature to all new residents
Evacuation drill in collaboration with a law enforcement agency, fire
department or local emergency manager
Held a fire-resistant plant species workshop for residents in collaboration
w/the local cooperative extension office
HOA meeting or community-wide presentation that detailed the need and
importance for individual wildfire preparedness
Local emergency manager provided a presentation on building an
emergency preparedness kit
Mentored adjacent communities on how to become a Firewise site

Provided an insurance policy clinic for residents to ensure policies are up-

to-date with local building codes and costs, and inventories of personal
belongings

Residents participated in a volunteer mitigation activity for a senior or
disabled neighbor

Wildfire related article(s) placed in the community newsletter

Wildfire workshop for residents with speakers/demonstrations from a
forestry agency, fire department, or emergency management office
COVID-19 challenges

Other

SAVE ACTIVITY OR EVENT
BACK SAVE & CLOSE m




2026 Firewise Renewal Application

Sl Vegetation Removal v

Vegetation Removal

A major component of wildfire risk reduction is the removal of vegetation
(shrubs, brush, limbs, trees, etc.) from individual properties and common-area
property. Tracking vegetation removal provides forestry and fire agencies with
information on the quantity of potential wildfire fuel that’s been eliminated
from the area(s).

Was vegetation within the site's boundary removed during this
calendar year?

» RECORD A REMOVAL ()

STEP INSTRUCTIONS:

Please use this step to record your community’s
vegetation removal activities from this year.

To begin, click the Record a Removal button and
enter the relevant information.




STEP INSTRUCTIONS:

Please use this step o 2026 Firewise Renewal Application

record your community’s

risk reduction actions, P ———

activities, and expenses
from this year.

To begin, click either the
Record Hours Worked
button or the Record
Money Spent button and
start entering your
community’s investments
for this year.

Record Hours Worked -

Enter Hours Worked for

the Following Categories:

Dwelling Unit,

Landscaping (up to 100ft

from Dwelling Unit), »
Common Areas,

Miscellaneous

Record Money Spent -
Enter costs spent for the
following categories:
Chipper, Other
Equipment, Contractor,
Home Improvement,
Landscaping,
Miscellaneous, Mileage

Risk Reduction Investment

Investing the equivalent of one volunteer hour (valued at $34.79), per
residential dwelling unit within the site’s boundary, in annual wildfire risk
reduction actions is a requirement of the national recognition program’s
criteria for mamtaining an “In Good Standing” status.

Total Investment for 2026

Total: Required:
SO o The amount required is
calculated based on your
Per Dwelling Unit: Required: community information and
SO of S will differ for each
community.

Record an Investment

Risk reduction actions, activities and expenses that occurred throughout the
curmrent calendar year are eligible for use in meeting the site’s annual reng
investment requirement. ~

RECORD HOURS WORKED @ RECORD MONEY SPENT @




STEP INSTRUCTIONS:

This final step of the
renewal application is for
you to review the
information you entered
and confirm everything is
correct before it's
submitted. After you
complete and submit the
application, it will go into
the review queue. State
licisons and NFPA staff will
check the applications to
make sure all the criteria
are met. If there are any
questions or concerns,
they'll send the application
back with tips on what to
do next. If everything
checks out, it'll be
approved, and you'll get
an email notification with a
link to your updated
Certificate of Recognition.

-------1

2026 Firewise Renewal Application

Step: 11 of 11 EGENEY v

Application Review

Please review each section of the application below.

PRINT APPLICATION

Site Roles

Resident Leaders

Regional Coordinators

Placer Count Wildfire Coordinat
fireready@placer.ca.gov
5308865300

Basic Information

Grey button n
/‘ﬂ
Ready to Submit

The most important part of this step is hit the SUBMIT
button when you are satisfied with the information in
your application. If the button is grey, your

community has not meet the annual requirements
yet, please address any incomplete sections and
check the agree box to release the button




NOTES
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